Trail Camera Detective: Wildlife Overpasses

Wildlife Overpasses Activity 1

Supplies:
e Powerpoint Presentation “Parleys Canyon Overpass”
e Participant Handouts
e Scientific Method Handout (optional)

Prior to Club Meeting:
e Print out enough handouts for each participant
e Listen to the presentation to become familiar with it.

Introduction:

The objective of this activity is to introduce the participants to the topic of wildlife
overpasses and the research process. During the course of participating in all of the
activities in this Trail Camera Detective series, they will work through the steps of the
scientific method. This activity represents the “Gather background information” or
“Observation” step of the process; however, you may want to allow students to gather
more information independent from the brief presentation.

What to Do:

SCIENTIFIC METHOD

®  HAKEAN OBSERVATION We have provided a presentation that you can study and
present to your class or group. Alternatively, you and the
participants can listen to our recorded presentation. Before
watching the presentation, pass out the provided handouts and

RN instruct the participants to fill it out as they go along. After the
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— dictate how they analyze their data.

ASK A QUESTION

DEVELOP A HYPOTHESIS OR PREDICTION

Activity:
1. Gather the students together and either present or watch the presentation
entitled “Wildlife Overpasses”
2. Consider the information provided, what questions do you want to answer by
looking at trail camera videos? What do you think are important questions that
might inform biologists and the Department of Transportation that the overpass is
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working?

3. Based on what you know right now, from news, books, experiences, etc. what do
you think the answer to your question might be? Why do you think this might be
the answer? What do you think could cause it to be incorrect?

Reflect:

Spend some time with the students to talk about the presentation and how that informed
them about one aspect of wildlife management. They may want to revise their
predictions based on this discussion, and that is great.

1. How many of you knew that there were wildlife overpasses in Utah? What about
underpasses”?

2. Do you think that the size of the animal and the size of the wildlife crossing might
be related? What animals might use culverts (underpasses)? What animals might
prefer to use overpasses?

3. Why is it important to be aware of how wildlife move through the environment,
especially the parts that we share with wildlife?

Apply:

1. As you drive and ride around to school, the store, and especially on highways,
look out for underpasses, under bridges, and overpasses.

2. If you see a wildlife collision (or a dead animal on the side of the road) look
around and consider where biologists could put a wildlife crossing. What type of
crossing would you install?

For more information, visit usuhumanwildlifeinteractions.com



