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Partners 

Utah State University Extension

USFWS Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife

Utah Division of Wildlife 

Resources

Bureau of Land Management

ERWP

NWTF-Utah 

Residents of Escalante



z

Study Background

Translocations began in the 1920s with farm-raised 

stock

1950s used wild Merriamôs from CO and AZ into 

Garfield County

1989 began transplanting Rios from Western states



Utah Turkeys
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Riparian 
Restoration 
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Riparian 
Restoration



Ecology Habitat Needs

Rio Grande 

Layered vegetative cover

Roost trees (cottonwoods)

Prefer open areas under the roost 
trees

Grass, insects, mast, forbs

Merriamôs

GambelôsOak/Pondo forests 

for nesting

Juniper, Pinyon, and 

Gambelôsoak for forage
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Objective 1

Evaluate the general 

habitat use and 

movement patterns 







Season Female Male Total

Movement 

April, Oct 1087 522 1609

Summer

May-Sept 5289 1396 6685

Winter

Nov - March 669 83 752

2018 Female Male

Adult 4 5

Juvenile 2 1

2019

Adult 9 0

Juvenile 2 1

GPS 

DATA

RESULTS



Winter Home Range

Using Ag areas

Using treated areas

Both strategies use town

27km2



Movement

Either go quickly up

Or stay in riparian 

areas



Summer Home Range

Spend entire summer in 

town in riparian

Stay up on the 

mountain until late 

September

151km2 (females)

147 km2 (males)
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Vegetation Associations For Males
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Vegetation Associations For Females
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Objective2

Monitor  nesting and 

recruitment 
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Nesting Success

2018 1 of 4 hens tracked in spring 

nested

2019 6/9 hens tracked in spring 

nested

50% success rate
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